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I was extremely pleased and very greatly relieved this 
morning to learn that the long and patient efforts of 
Commissioner Lean to mediate in the Uniroyal wage claim 
dispute had at last been crowned with success. 
The striking press operators decided at a meeting to 
return to work this afternoon at five o'clock. 
They did so, voluntarily, without promises, threats or 
conditions. 
After this decision had been made known to Commissioner 
Lean he agreed that their claim could be heard almost 
I think, one very plain lesson : that industrial disputes 
will never be solved satisfactorily by precipitate action 
or by flourishing a big stick. 
Diplomacy, I think, is the key virtue in these matters. 
Grandstanding may pay temporary dividends but can never be 
of real value in settling difficult disputes. 
The results of the efforts of the officees of our 
Industrial Commission have proved once again the value of 
our system of conciliation followed by arbiStation. 
Conciliation has now finally triumpMdl and we now move 
on to arbitration. 
I understand that the only industrial concern outside 
Uniroyal to be seriously affected by the dispute was 
Chrysler Australia Limited, plant and I am told that 
men stood down there will be returning to work 
immediately in the Industrial Commissior 
The history of this most unfortunate 
(by when) 
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Before I conclude this statement I want to do one 
more thing. I must pay tribute, on behalf of the 
Government and also on behalf of the people of South 
Australia, to the fine work of my Minister of Labour 
and Industry, Mr David McKee. This man has carried 
the government burden in this matter. He has been most 
painstaking in keeping communications open between the 
parties. He has kept people talking and while they 
were talking, and not sulking in their separate 
industrial tents, there was still hope. 
I do not want either to embarrass Mr McKee or 
over-dramatise the situation but it is fair to say 
that he must take a large slice of the credit for 
the settlement of this dispute and the return of 
the men to their machines. 
It is not widely known how many days of negotiation Mr 
McKee" put into mediating, in between the times when the 
parties could be coaxed to appear before Commissioner 
Lean. 
It is also not widely known that Mr McKee personally spoke 
strikers last night, to ensure that they did know 
why their union had advised them to return to work and 
submit their claims to arbitration. He wanted to be 
perfectly satisfied that they knew what they were 
doing and he explained to them how our industrial 
arbitration system worked and how it was impossible 
for Commissioner Lean to be able to guarantee to them 
that he would grant them a certain sum of money. They were 
apparently convinced, as the result of their 
secret meeting this morning (out of reach of interfering 
outsiders), that this was their best course. 
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I cannot pay any tribute to those people who 
used this dispute to stir up discontent and 
suggest that as a result of industrial turmoil 
industry was fleeing from South Australia. 
Industry, I think, does realise the very positive 
advantages of the South Australian situation and 
there has, in the event, been no mass exodus across 
the border., in fact, no exodus at all. 
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